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JS Onconformity unto, and Separation from 
the Church of England, having brought 
forth bold and daring Adwocates to offer 
to the world, and that with a repeated 
diligence , Pleas for their Juſtification 3 
twas high time for ſome dutiful Son of 
fo innocent and indulgent a Mother, to 
awake, arm, and march forth out of his Tent, for her De- 
fence and Vindication : And how ſeaſonably and obligingly 
you appeared, who are deſervedly reputed the Anteſignanus 
of the preſent Age, for the Proteſtant Cauſe and Intereſt, I 
can with more thank-ful Reſentments acknowledge , than 
with due Elogies repreſent , for I can tell you, Sir, with- 
out the leaſt ſuſpition of flattery, That ſo good a Cauſe be- 
ing managed by ſuch an expert Champion for the Truth, the 
Conforming Sons of the Church are greatly confident, that 
you will rather need Spectators to congratulate your wicto- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


rious Succeſſes, than any Seconds to help you with any 
Succonrs in your Conteſts. Indeed you have ſo judiciouſly 
and learnedly ftated the Caſe of ſinful Separation, and fo 
direfily and plainly applied it to the Authors and Fomen- 
ters of it here in England, that you may with much truth, 
and no immodeſty, ſay, Ven, vidi, vic. But 'tis your In- 


 felicity, that you have to do with ſuch Adwerſaries, who, 


like an angry and revengeful ſort of Animals , which will 
ew their Teeth when they cannot bite, and bawl when 
they durſt not ſight, rather thanthey will quietly and filent- 
ly yicld tothe conquering force of your Arguments, they will 
raiſe a great Noiſe, and write unich againſt them too, though 
to no purpoſe : and though you have done enough to ſhame 
them ont of a diſputing and wrangling bumour, yet you finde 
they become impudent , and rail and upbraid, yea, turn 
meer Buffoons, quibble and ſcoff it out ; and when nothin 
elſe will do, they will flie to their ſure and old Refuge, their 
Obſtinacy, which they know to be ſo ſtrong an Hold againſt 
the power of Arguments, that the power of Miracles cannot 
demoliſh it. "Tis true,they do not, with the Romaniſts, in 
their Conteſts with you , challenge to themſelves an Infalli- 
bility; but yet they carry it as if they could not be deceived, 
accounting a perfeciive Change no commendable Improve- 
ment, but a wicious Weakneſs : and therefore that your 
friendly and compaſſronate Condeſcentions to inſtru& and 
convince them, have ſo highly diſþleaſed and provoked 
them, is not at all to be wondered at ; for they take it to be 
an attempt to expoſe them, becauſe you hereby repreſent 
them as a ſort of men who are not altogether of the wiſeſt, 
but 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
but ſuch as hawe aſſented to Propoſitions , and engaged 
themſelves in anſwerable Praftices, without taking due e- 
wvidence and conſideration. And for ſuch Pretenders to 
Knowledge as they are, who are, or would be, admired for 
Gods moſt ſecret ones, to take up Opinions and agreeable 
Praftices, and to plead , 1d ſuffer for them, and after they 
have made a ſtrong and daring Party for hems too, then to 
recant and lay them down, is a Puniſhment too great to be 
endured ; an Argument of ſuch weakneſs and wanity of 
Minde, and of ſuch levity and unreſolvedneſs of Will, they 
durſt not own, leſt their Reputations and dependant Inte- 
reſts then become as little, as they perſwade themſelves now 
they are great. Beſides , you have charged Schiſm on a 
Separation from the Church of England , and you cannot 
make them underftand what the Church of England is : 
and I will warrant nowvþody elſe ſhall, unleſs he propound a 
Propoſition concerning it, which will gratifie their Afecti- 
ons, and accommodate their Intereſts ; which no wiſe, good, 
ad honeſt man will ever do. The Titles given to ſome of 
their Pamphlets are wery goodly and ſpecious : here you 
have, A Chriſtian Temper ; there, The Peaceable De- 
ligne ; here, A Peace-Offering ; there, A Plea for Peace 
here, A true way to Concord ; there, A Diſcourſe of E- 
vangelical Love, Church-Peace and Unity : but they all 
joyn Iſſue in Declamations againſt the miſchief” of Impoſi- 
tions, and conclude in Pleas for Nonconformit 'y, and Vindi- 
cations of themſelves from Schiſm ; that 1s, they repreſent 
the Church of England as a Tyrannical Impoſer, a Society 
of men uſurping and exerciſing Church - power for Deſtru- 
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ion and not for Ea:ification ; unto whom no body ought to 
ſubmit an4 obey, but every body muſt oppoſe and defie. So 
that we muſt undo our ſelves, and betake us to a Stool of Pe- 
nance, before we can be in a meet capacity for a Chriſtian 
communion with them in Lowe, Peace, and Cntty. And to 
give them their due,they are no Changelines i in their common 
deſigne ; they are i bad i to pull down the Church of 
England, and to get themfel ves uppermoſt; and if they 
happen forid themſel ves of Impoſitions, I can get a Commiſ- 
fron to aſſure you in their Names, that they are more peacea- 
ble than to ſtomach it, and bring themſelves under them a- 
goin, Let there be no Laws made, and they will be wery 
careful not to break them ; Let it be lawful for every wan 
to do that which is right in his own eyes, and they will be a 
very innocent ſort of people, and never offend. This, Sir, 
you know, is the true conſiruCtion of z hat they call the Miſ: 
chief of Impoſitions. Now although we know them ſo well, 
that we need not the help of a Melwus Inquirendum to diſc- 
ver that they are one of the moſt unteachable as well as mo 
ungovernable ſort of people in the world againſt whomAutho- 
rity is no longer ſafe than 'tis too firong for them; yet I hope 
God bath mercy in ſtore for then, becauſe he hath ſo ſignally 
called you forth ( who ſo wery well underſtand their Diſeaſe 
and Remedy )for their Cure. And that the I ork, may proſper 
in your hands,and be throughly effecied, to Gods Glory, this 
Church's Peace, and your own SatisfaStion and Comfort, is 
the hearty and fervent Prayer of him that is, 


Reverend Sir, 
Moreton-Hampſtead, 


Cie 6 Your moſt humble Servant, 
Lewes Sharpe. 


_ —— ——_— — — 


[1] 


JOSH. 22. 19. 
Notwithſtanding, if the land of your poſſeſſuon be unclean, 


then paſs ye over unto the land of the poſſeſſron of the 
Lord, wherein the Lords Tabernacle dwelleth, and take 


poſſeſſion among us : but rebel not againſt the Lord, nor 
rebel againſt us, in building you an Altar beſide the At- 


tar of the Lord our God. 


HE word [Notwithſtanding] is diſcretive, and plain- 
ly refers us to the Context for the right underſtan- 
ding of the words read to you. Tſrae! having 

_compleated the Conqueſt of their Enemies, and 

$ being in a peaccable' poſſeſſion of ' the Promiſed 

T—_— ” Land, chap. 21. 43, 44, 45. Joſhua, their Captain- 

General, calls an Aſſembly of the Reubenites, Gadites, and half 

Tribe. of Manaſſeh, and having commended them for their Obedi- 

ence to God and to himſelf, and for their Love and Fidelity to their 

Brethren, he commands thcm to get to their Tents, and to return 

to the Land of their poſſeſſion, which Moſes gave them on the other 

ſide of Fordan, v. 1, 2, 3, 4 And becauſe 'tis not enough to begin 
well, and for a ſeaſon to hold on in a good courſe; therefore as at 
their firſt Aſſembling he commended them tor what they had alrea- 
dy well done, ſo at their diſmiſiion he charged them to perſevere 
in. well-doing : And fo bleſſeth, and withal orders them, when they 
are returned home to their Brethren, that they make them Sharers 
with them in the Spoils of. their Enemics, v. 5, 8. that it might ap- 
pear that rhe common-good was a greater Incentive to their cou- 
rageous Encounters, than a private gain ; and that a preſent taſte 
and experience of the beneficial fruits of their Victory, might moſt 
effectually provoke their Brethren to joyn with them in Prailes and 
Thankſgivings for it. Set, 
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Sef. 2. Now the Reubenites, Gadites, and half Tribe of Manaſſeh 
in their return, being come unto the borders of Fordan, do not com- 
bine to ere triumphant Monuments of their ſignal Victories over 
their Enemies , but how to ſecure their religious intereſts in com- 
mon with their friends, in the Worſhip and Priviledges of the Ta- 
bernacle. Though the Soil they poſſeſs be different trom that of 
the Land of Canaan, yet the Inhabitants of the one, as well as of 
the other, ſhall acknowledge the Lord of the Soil to be the fame. 
Though they do not polleſs the fame Land, yet they will enjoy the 
ſame God. And though their Habitations beat a greater diſtance 
from the place and ſymbols of Gods ſpecial preſence than thoſe of 
their Brethren, yet they will make a ſolemn Proteſt, and record a 
ſenſible Evidence for them, that they are as neerly related unto 
God, and have as good a claim to all the Rites and Memorials of 
his gracious Name and Commerce, as they. 

Sed. 3. For this purpoſe they built an Altar over againſt the 
Land of Canaan in the borders of Fordan, v. 10, 11. not like that 
in the Tabernacle, for Sacrifices, but tor a Memorial to ſucceeding 
Generations, that they and their Seed may reſort with the reſt of 
the Tribes to the Tabernacle, and partake with them all the ſer, 
vices and priviledges of it, v. 10. comp. with 24. a practical demon- 
ſtration, how highly they prized a Right to the fellowſhip of their 
Brethten in the fame Rites of Religion, which they endeavour to 
entail to their Poſterities, as well as | to themſelves. 

Se. 4. And what is the effe& of this zeal for their God, and 
affe&tion for their Brethren 2 Truely, it was here, as too often 1n o- 
ther caſes, that which was well meant was ill taken ; for as ſoon as 
the other Tribes heard of this Altar, they were fo alarm'd, that 
they preſently call a Council of War, ſuppoſing thoſe who were 
very lately their Champions to be their Enemics, are ſo enrag'd a- 
gainſt them, that notwithſtanding their late uſefulneſs to them, and 
neer Relation with them, they ſeem to deſigne them as a Sacrifice 
for their Altar, v. 12. but before they will go to extremities with 
them, expoſe them to their revenge who expoſed themſelves for 
their defence, they will expoſtulate with them before they will do 


execution upon them : and therefore ſent choſen Meſſengers to 
them 
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them to reaſon the caſe with them, v. x3. And 'tis well they did 


ſo; for thoogh it was bad enough to judge before they tryed them, 
yet 'twould 


ve been much worſe to perſecute and deſtroy them 


100. 
Sef. 5. That they ſent Meſſengers to them, was an Argument 


that they were not 1mplacable and inexorable : but the grievous 


offences they were commiſſioned to lay to their charge, was too 


ſtrong an Evidence, that there was in their Enterprize too much of 
a paſſionate Fury, and too little of a well-advifed Charity : tor, 


from meer jealouſie and ſuſpition, they attaint them with no lower 
crime than Rebellion againſt God and themſelves ; that is, either 
an Apoſtacy to the Worſhip of a falſe God, or a Separation from 
the Worſhippers of the true. They thought the erection of a new 
Altar implied the adoration of a new God; and the conſecration of 
a new Tabernacle or Temple, a ſeparate religious Commerce and 
Communion from that formerly they had been obliged unto and 
exerciſed in; a guilt ſo tremendous, that it threatned deſtrution 
from God to them. 

Sef. 6. Now though this Charge be fo very deep and heavy, 
that it looks rather like an invidious Accuſation, Challenge, and 
Defiance, than a charitable Embaſlage for Amity, Peace, and Con- 
cord,and ſeems deſigned rather to Exaſperation than Accommoda- 
tion ; 'yet the words I have read to you, plainly evince, that the 
Intent was charitable, pacifick, and healing. For the words are an 
Expoſtulation, or a Reaſoning with them, to work them to a conſi- 
deration of what they had done, and the conſequences of it ; that 
they might reclaim them rather by the ſtrength of Reaſon, than 
ruine them by the force of Arms. In them we have three-things 
conſiderable : 

1. A Suppoſition, If the Land of your inheritance be unclean. 

2. A Conceſſion, Then paſs ye over into the poſſeſſion of the inhe- 
ritance of the Lord, wherein the Lords Tabernacle dwelleth, and 
take poſſeſſion among us. 

3- A Limitation of this, But rebel not againſt the Lord, nor rebel 
againſt us, in building you an Altar beſide the Altar of the Lord 
our God. I thall diſcourſe of cach in order. p 
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Sed. 7. Here is a Suppoſition, /f the Land of your inheritance be 
anclean. They may ſuppoſe, but not grant it ; for their inheritance 
was undoubtedly part of the promiſed and holy Land, as well as 
the Land of Canaan. And indeed the Suppoſition is not grounded 
on any miſperſwaſion the Reubenites, Gadites , and half Tribe of 
Manaſſeh had concerning the Land, but on their own raſh and un- 
charitable jealouſie and ſuſpition. Tis very likely , that becauſe 
the Land which the Rembenites, &c. were to pollels , had not the 
Tabernacle and Altar in it, the onely place unto which all the 
Tribes were to reſort for the exerciſe of the publick Miniſteries and 
Rites of Religion, and there was no place like it on the other ſide of 
Fordan, they inferr'd this concluſion, That the Reubenites, &c. were 
prejudiced againſt their inheritance, becauſe without the viſible ſigns 
of Gods ſpecial preſence. From whence by the way, without any 
digreſſion, we may obſerve, That Gods Church and People then 
thought, That that Land was unclean ( that is, excluded from Gods 
ſpecial favour and protettion ) which had no Places by publick conſent 
ſet apart and ale for the exerciſe of religious Worſhip and 
Communion. For as the firſt-Fruits under the Law were to fanCtifie 
and procure a Bleſſing upon the whole Harveſt ; ſo Places dedicated 
and peculiarly appropriated to the publick Worthip and Service of 
God, are for a Bleſſing to the whole Country and Land where they 
are, Pſal.. 84. 3. 

Set. 8. But that which I deſigne principally to commend to 
your conſideration from the Suppoſition, is this, That a People pro- 
feſſing the Lord to be their God, from a miſtake and miſperſwaſion of 
the nature of things, I mean, from a conceit that things are unholy and 
unclean which are not ſo, may ſeparate themſelves from a publick reli- 
gious Commerce and Communion , and from the holy things of God. 
This the whole Congregation of the Children of 1ſrae! ſuppoſed 
the caſe of the Rewubenites, &c. to be. And thus 1s really the caſe 
of many now ; they are more led by Opinion than Truth, more 
under the power of Imagination and affeQtion, than Reaſon and 
Religion. What 1s it which buildeth their Church, chuſeth their 
Teacher , preſcribeth their Diſcipline, meaſureth their Devotion, 
tormeth their Prayers, compoſeth their Geſtures, and ordercth all 
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their: {igaifkgations of Reverence' to 'God, but: their Conceits and 
Phantaſcs Although it be not in the-power of ariy mans judge- 
ment and conſcience to change the natural condition of things, to 
render things eſſentially good, evil; or eſſentially evil, good ; but: 
every thing will retain. its proper nature-and condition, be a good 
or evil of the fame quality and degree it naturally is, whatſoever 
mens Judgments and Pertwaſions of it are; yet mens Judgments 
and exehces have ſuch power and influence upon themſelves, 
that they may render a thing good and clean in its own nature, 
evil and deftling in its'ufe jos arriba "This the Apoſtle plainly 
aſſerteth, That there is nothing unclean of it ſelf | that is, no kind of 
meats prohibited by the Moſaical Law, to which it refers ] but to 
him that efteemeth any thing unclean, to him it is unclean, Rom.14.14. 
the reaſon of which you have in the laſt clauſe of the laſt verſe; 
for whatſoever is not of Faith, is fin ; becauſe by the conſtitution of 
God and Nature, mens Wills and ACtions are to be guided and go- 
verned by their mental Perſwaſions and Conſciences ; fo that it 
they counteract them, they rebel againſt their immediate Over- 
ſeer and Ruler. 

Set. 9. And ſuch is the power and prevalency of mens Opinions 
and Per{waſions, that they build as ſtrong a Reſolution upon them 
when they are erroneous and corrupt, as when they are right and 
ſound : for Errour is not entertain'd as Errour, but as Truth ; and 
4 man 1s as firmly bound by it in his own perſwaſion, as if it were 
Truth, and is as much prejudiced againſt the contrary Truth, 
as if it were a very bad Errour. Hence the Devil hath had his 
Martyrs as well as God ; for Mr. Smith in his Remarks of the 
Manners and Religion of the 7urks, gives us an inſtance in a Ma- 
hometan that ſuflered death rather than he would acknowledge, That 
there was a God : And Mahometans have been as zealous for their 
Mahomet, as Chriſtians for their Chriſt. Hereticks and Schiſma- 
ticks have been as zealous for their Fictions, as the Orthodox for 
their Faith. The falſe Prophets under the Law would as confident- 
ly call their Dreams and Imaginations, The Word of the Lord, as 
the true Prophets their divine Viſions and Revelations. Hence 
Zedekiah the falſe Prophet ſtruck Micaiah the true Prophet, faying 
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to him, Whiah way went the __ of the Lord from me to thee > 
2 Chron. 18.23. Bloody Sawt was-as much concern'd for the Re- 

putation of the Law, as St. Paul for that of the Goſpel ; 7 verily 

thought. ( faid he ) that I ought to do many things againft the Name ' 
of Chrift, A&t.26.9. He did what he did againit Chrift, from 

clear convictions of Judgment and Conſcience ; and he'teſtifieth of 
the Jews, That they had.a zeal of God, were hearty and affeQtionate 

in their Piety and Devotion, though it were not according to know- 

ledge, Rom. 10. 2. and fo to no = oc And our-Saviour tells 
his Diſciples, Fhat their Enemies would think they ſhould do: God good 
ſervice to kill them, John 16.2. And accordingly 7ertu/liaft tells 
us, That Maximinian, who ſometimes offered humane Sacrifices, 

accounted the blood of Chriſtians the moſt acceptable ſort for the 
atonement of his angry Deities. So that men may be as confi- 

dent that they are in a right mind, when they wickedly ſeparate 

from the publick Worſhip of God ,. and the Communion of his 
Church, as they are who confidently perſiſt in their faithful adhe- 

rence to it. 

Seft. 10. Secondly, Let us conſider the Conceſſion made upon this- 
Suppolition ; Then paſs ye over into the Land of the poſſeſſion of the 
Lord, wherein the Lords Tabernacle dwelleth, and take poſſefion among 
us. A Propoſition full of Love, Compaſſion, and Indulgence; and 
a convittive Evidence, that their hearts were more inclined to 
Peace than War ; and were rather diſpoſed to receive Satisfaction, 
than to inflict Puniſhment. And in truth,whatever the Provocation 
be, Treating ſhould go before Fighting; forWar muſt always be uſed 
as ſtrong Phyſick in deſperate ' Diſeaſes, as the laſt Remedy ; and 
can never be juſt, but when 'tis neccttary and unavoidable. Indeed 
the perſons here offended,were really the Offenders; and afterwards 
Leing better informed, juſtificd the tact they now condemned,which 
was deſigned to prevent for ever the very thing they ſo ſeverely 
blamed at preſent : but they thought themſelves the wronged Par- 
ty, and an{werably acted the parts of men provoked by fa&tious and 
rebellious Brethren, declare the iniquity and miſchievous malignity 
of the Fact, and the tender reſentments they have of it ; and yet - 
rather than they will run the hazards and endure-the calamities of ' 
an Inteſtine War, daſh one againſt another, and turn their Swords, ; 
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as it were, againſt their own Bowels ; they ſue for Peace , offer 
terms of Accommodation, give the Law into their Brethrens hands, 
will loſe ſomething for a quiet life, buy a Peace rather than fight 
for it, and fo ſuffer a ſecond wrong rather than revenge a former. 

Sef. 11. I will briefly open the ſence and ſcope of the words 
themſelves, and then ofter an Obſervation or two to your conſide- | 
rations. Canaax. is not here called 7he Land of the poſſeſſion of the 
Lord, oppoſitely and in a way of diſcrimination from the Land of 
the Reubenites, &cc. as if that were not ſo too ; but eminently,and in | 
a way of peculiarity, from the Tabernacle of God which was there, | 
in which was the Shecinah, the ſpecial preſence of God. And there- | 
fore the Tabernacle was called the Zabernacle of Meeting ; not be- | 
cauſe the whole Congregation of Iſrael was to meet there, but be- | 
cauſe it was the place where God did in a moſt ſpecial manner meet | 
with his People, Exod. 2.9. 42. Numb. 17.4. Exod. 32. 3. ſhewing 
by many ſpecial Evidences of Grace and Glory,that he was there,to 
inſtru, protect, and bleſs them, ZDev.1.x. & 9:23. and to receive | 
Homage and Worſhip from them, Pſal. 48. 1,2. From whence | 
by Analogy, and from the conſideration of the nature and general 
reaſon of the thing, we-may infer, 7hat God is in a mot ſpecial man- 
ner preſent in thoſe places which are ſet apart for his ſervice, and are 
us per hs. Thoſe places which by a publick deſignation are 
ct apart onely tor the Offices of Religion and the'uſe of holy things, 
have God's Name fect upon them ; and God hath ſuch a pecular-. 
propriety in them, that he makes them- the places of the ſpecial 
determination of his gracious preſence. J have ſanttified the Houſe 
which thou haſt bailt, 1 King, 9. 3. that is, I have accepted what 
thou haſt dedicated ; what thou haſt defigned tor my Worſhip; 1 
have deſigned for thy Blctling, 

Sect. 12. We have the Memorials of God's Name, Symbols and 
Tokens to teſlific God's Covenant with us now under the Goſpel, 
as they had under the Law ; and why ſhould not thoſe places which 
are ſelected and employed to partake of them, be graced with Gods 
ſpecial preſence now as well as then > Place is as neceſſary for the 
ſolemn and publick Worſhip of God, as Time ; and if fome ſelect 
portion of Time be to bc appropriated untoGod,and more acceptable 

tc 
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' to him than other, why ſhould not ſelect places be fo too > 'Tis 
true, the Tabernacle and Temple were places of Gods own imme- 
diate appointment, and had | v—agrnages Priviledges and peculiar 
Rites ; but 'tis as true, that from the inſtin& of Nature and com- 

, mon Reaſon, there were publick places ſet apart and ereCted-for 

' Gods publick Worſhip, with Gods approbation, long before theſe 


—St CI Son on 


i}; places; and had Gods ſpecial preſence determined to them too, 
| ; Gen.28.16, 17, 18. Exod. 33.7. and 'tis as true, that for the fame 
!!:. reaſon the Jewiſh Synagogues, which were of humane and pruden- 
: | tial inſtitution and appointment, were called by the Holy Ghoſt, 


' The Flouſes of God, Plal. 74. 8. & 83. 10. Our Chriſtian Temples 
; and Oratories are by him alſo called, The Churches of God, x Cor.rr. 
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2.2, even becauſe dedicated and appropriated to his ſervice : And 
; "tis plain from the Apoſtles Argument drawn from the preſence of 
{ Angels with Chriſtians .aſſembled in them, v. 10. that God is ſpe- 
þ cially preſent in them ; the ſpecialty of Gods preſence being gene- 
rally ſpecified by the preſence of Angels, which are Gods Houthold- 
| Train and Retinue, As 7. 5. comp. with Exod. 19. 16. & 18. 
'' Dan. 7. 10, {ſai. 61.1. | 
* FSef. 13. Hath God faid, That where two or three are gather- 
{, ed together in his Name, there am [ in the midſt of them 2 Mart. 18. 
{ 20. He hath faid too, That he loveth the gates of Sion more than all 
ly, the dwellings of Facob, Plal. 87. 2. for there he commandeth his bleſ- 
"| Jo, and life for evermore, Pal. 133. 3. and therefore the Pſalmiſt 
#: aſterteth, That a day in Gods Courts [ 4. e. ſpent in partaking of 
/\ Gods publick Ordinances with the ſolemn Aſſemblies of his people 
1n his Houſe } i better than a thouſand, Plal. 84. 10. And elſewhere 
| PR that this one thing he had defired of the Lord, as a moſt de- 
|:firable favour, and that would he ſeek after, that he might dwell in the 
j} Pouſe of the Lord for ever, Pfal. 27. 4. and when he was debard 
from acceſs to it, he was as a dry and thirſty land where no water w, - 
and therefore longed to ſee Gods power and glory ſo as he had ſeen it in 
the ſanftuary, Pal. $3. 1,2. which impheth, that he had obſerved 
{thac God did there manifeſt greater impreſſions and expreſſions of 
(his power and goodneſs, than in any other place in the world. 
And I know no reaſon any body hath to believe that God is leſs 
f propl- 
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propitious to publick religious Aſſemblies in his holy places now, 
than he was formerly. 1 am ſure his Ordinances are not leſs effi- 
cacious, nor he himſelf leſs gracious, nor are holy places leſs capa- 
cious of Gods preſence and bleſſing. So that it we come hither 
and depart without ſpecial advantages to our Souls, 'tis becauſe we 
are wanting to our ſelves; we do not uſe holy Places, holy Ordi- 
nances, and holy Aſſemblies, in that manner, and to thoſe ends and 
purpoſes we ſhould. And 'tis to be feared, that meeting in ſecret 
Chambers, yea, Barns and Stables, and fuch-like places for ordinary 
and prophane Employments, have been and are preferr'd before 
our Church-Afſemblies, becauſe very tew have ſenles exerciſed to 
diſcern betwixt things that differ, and know what it 15 to meet with 
God in his ways of acceptance and benediction. 

Se. 1.4. The next thing here conſiderable in my Text, is, That 
they offer them liberty to take a poſſeſion among themſelves ; that is, 
to ſhare with them in that Inheritance which fell to them by Lor 
when the Land was divided. ?*Tis very likely, that a conſiderable 
part of the Land being yet in the poſſeſſion of the Canaanites, that 
part of it which they at preſcnt enjoyed, was little enough tor them- 
ſelves ; to be ſure, they had no great ſuperfluitics; and yet {© far 
do they prefer Religion betore Intereſt, an inconvenient Mainte- 
nance before a miſchievous Separation, that they freely offer to dif: 
poſſeſs themſelves, and to diſinherit their Poſterities, rather than 
their Brethren ſhall ſeparate from the Worſhip of God in Commu- 
nion with them. From whence this Obſervation naturally offers it 
ſelf to us, That the Church and People of God had rather depart from 
their Eftates, than their Brethren ſhould wilfully and cauſeleſly depart 
from a publick Fellowſhip with them in the Worſhip and Service of 
Gods Houſe. They will rather communicate their worldly Goods 
to them, than' be deprived of Communion with them. "They are 
the men of this world, who have their portion 1n this life, who are 
more for Dives his good things, than for the good Fellowſhip << 
Gods Churcl, The men of God, who are expectants of an Hea- 
venly Kingdom, value that moſt which hath moſt of God in it, and 
therefore account the Communion of Saints a more eligible enjoy- 
ment than large poſſeſſions. The Evangelical Church having 
Ingit- 
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higher Obligations and ſtronger Motives to Love, Unity, and 
Peace, than the Jewiſh had, ought to be proportionably the more 
careful and zealous to preſerve her Communion entire and invio- 


late ; and conſequently, wilful and cauſeleſs Separation from her, is 


in a_due eſtimate a far greater Calamity to her, than any worldly 
adverſity or diſtreſs whatſoever ; and ſhe cannot be duly affeted 
with the evil of it, unleſs ſhe have greater thoughts of heart for it, 
than for any worldly loſs whatſoever. The Reaſons of it are 
theſe : 

Sef. 15. : Fir, Becauſe they are more for God than for them- 
ſelves ; would rather Gods Name ſhould be hallowed, than their 
own turns ſerved. If the Church of God be deſpiſed ( as moſt cer- 
tainly it is, when her Members divide and ſeparate themlielves from 
her ) the Name of God is prophaned : for the Church is called by 
Gods Name, and marked for his ; and therefore the one cannot be 
deſpiſed, but the other mu't be prophaned too : and is it not better 
that our Eſtates ſhould be leſſen'd, than the celebrated Honour of 
God abated 2 The one is a penal evil, an evil onely contrary to 
their preſent well-being as men, and in ſome caſes eligible ; but the 
other is a ſinful evil, an evil py to the Will, and in a ſence, to 
the very Being it ſelf of God , and in no caſe eligible. And you 
thall finde, when the Prophet laments the evil portion of the 
Church, her ſins and not her ſufferings are the principal objects of 
his Lamentations, becauſe the worſt evils upon her, and the procu- 
ring cauſes of all the reſt, Lam. 1. 5, 8.9. And David was more 
paſſionately affected and afflicted for the wickedneſs of his very E- 
nemies, than for his: own Exile and Reproaches, Pſa. 119. 136. 
And why was it ? Even becauſe he laid Gods diſhonours to his heart 
more than his own wrongs. . 

Sect. 16. Secondly, B:cauſe they love their Brethren as them- 
ſelves ; and therefore do not ſeek their own things as to forget the 
things of others, but account other mens innocencies more valuable 
than their own conveniencies, and conſequently more endeavour 
the eternal ſalvation of their Brethrens Souls, than a temporal pro- 
viſion for their own Bodies. What is ſaid of Adam's firſt ſm, may 


al be faid of ſinful Separation ; 'tis virtually every fin, a violation 
and 


[17 ] 
and breach of the whole Law. For 'tis a ſin fo formally and de- 
ſtruQively oppoſite to love , that if love be the fulfilhng of the 
whole Law, as the Apoſtle tells us-it is,\Rem. 13: 10; then Separt- 
tion is an'evacuating of the wholeLaw. . And St: Fames exprefly 
aſſerts, that where Strife and Diviſion is, there is every evil work, 
Fam.z.16. that is,ſuch men are not onely at odds among themſelves, 
but alſo with God and themſelves, counter-a&ting-too often, to make 
and maintain a Party, their own Judgments and Conſciences : Any 
is aot Separation then a very likely way to Reformation ? How 
light ſoever ſome men make of Diviſions and Separations, they are 
no other than the Smoak of the bottomleſs Pit, the exudations and 
workings of that fleſh which is Enmity. againſt God, Gal.5.19. and 
the Authors of them are repreſented by the Holy Ghoſt, notwith- 
ſtanding their pretences to the Spirit, as carnal, 1 Cor. 3. 3,4. ſuch 
as have not the Spirit, Jade, v. 19. nor are Servants to Chriſt, bur 
Servitors to their own Bellies, Rom. 16.18. Yea, ſuch is the Malig- 
nity of this ſin, that Divines, both Ancient and Modern, aſſert it t9 
be the greateſt wickedneſs. Mr.Edwards, an eminent Presbyterian, 
and a Member of the Aſſembly of Divines,tells us in his Gangrera, 
ſecond part, p. 197. That Schiſm, of it ſelf, even with ſound Doftrine 
in every point, i a moſt grievous wickedneſs, which exceeds all other 
wickedneſs. And Optatus, and St. Auguſtine before him, have cb- 
ſerved, That for thus.ſin, God more ſeverely. puniſhed Corah,Dathay, 
and Abiram (though they fell into it from a pretence to Holinefs 
and great Humility, Numb.1 6.3.) than hedid Cain for his Murther, 
or the /ſraelites tor their Idolatry, Epiſt. 142. And Mr. Crofton, a 
man who preached; and wrote, and ſuffered as much for the Pref: 
byterian Caule as any man in Exg/ard, plainly aflerts in the Preface 
to his Saints Care for Church-Communion, That groundleſs or cauſeleſs 
Separation from true Churches, ſuch as he acknowledgeth and contendeth 
the Parochial Churches in England to. be , and Self-conſtitution of new 
Churches, and Self-conſecration of a new Miniſtry, are fundamental Er- 
rours, and inconſiſtent with a ſtate of Salvation. And he hath a very 
ou warrant or ſo faying'; for the Holy Ghoſt himſelf taught 
um, That they which addict themſelves to Diviſions, ſha/l not inhe- 
rit the Kingdom of God, Gal.5.19,29. Now if Schifin be of ſuch a 
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dangerous and damnable importance to the precious and immortal 
Souls of men, what price can be given too great to prevent or re- 


deem from it > Certainly, if we ought to lay down our lives for 


our Brethrens'fafety, 1 Fohn 3.16. we thould not think the expence 
of our Eſtates a coſt too dear for it. 
Seft. 17. Thirdly, Becauſe there is 2 greater intereſt of their own, 
even ſelf-preſervation, requires tt. The danger of a Separation: is 
not onely to the Separatiſts, but to the whole Society of Chriſtians, 
from whom the Separation is made. £ccle/. 9. 8. One finner defſtroy- 
eth much good, eſpecially a Schiſmatick ; for Schiſm is toa Church, 
what Sedition is to a Kingdom; divides, and fo deſtroyeth it. 4 
Kingdom divided cannot ſtand, but is brought to deſolation, Mat.12.25. 
Other ſins deſtroy the Church effeftively and conſequentially, but 
Schiſm formally and direQtly : for Schiſm is to a Body Eccleſtaſti- 
cal, what a Solution of continuity 1s to the Body Natural; doth not 
like an-Ulcer corrupt a part, but cuts or rends one part from ano- 
ther ; and when a compounded body is diſſolved, *tis deſtroyed. 
Therefore when the Plalmiſt aimed at the defeating of his Enemies 
Conſpiracy againſt him, he prayed, Deſtroy, O Lord, and divide their 
tongues, Plal.5 5.9. 4. e, as the Languages of the Bahe/-builders were 
divided, which brought their Plots to an utter confuſion, Ge. 17. 7. 
So that Diviſion and DeſtruCtion go- together. The Members of 
Chriſts Church are called Lzving ftones built upon a ſpiritual houſe, 
x Pet. 2. 5. Now you know, ſo long as Stones m a Wall are ce- 
mented and joyned to one another, the Wall ſtands firm, one Stone 
ſupports and holds faſt another, they mutually contribute preferva- 
tion-to each otherand to the whole Wall:but if you ſever one Stone 
from another, 'tis no longer a Wall, but a ruinous heap. Church- 
uniting is Charch-edfying ; but rm Church-deſtroy- 
ing work. And therefore Mr. Baxter plainly and honeſtly 
tel's the Nonconforming Maniſters, That it they ſet themſetves in a 
dividing way, ſecretly to rejoyce at | the Conforming Miniſters} diſpa- 
ragement, and to draw as from hin as they can; they are but De- 
firoyers of the Church of God : Call your ſebves what you wif, { faith he 
to them) 7 will call you Deſtroyers, if you are Dividers. Sacrilegious 
Delertion, page 91. 
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Se, 18. 'Tis true, every Diviſion in a Church, and Separation 
from it, -doth not actually end in the deſtruction of it, but yet 'tis 
the proper and direft tendency of every Diviſion and Separation; 
and theDividers and Separaters are as really and compleatly guilty, 
as if they did aQtually,accomplith it ; the ineffeQualneſs of their de- 
ſigne proceeding from a defect of natural Power, and not of Wall 
and moral Endeavour. And though every Diviſion do not even- 
tually conclude in the deftruction of a Church, yet 'tis a very heavy 
Oppreſlian to it, and a' moſt grievous Perfecution of it. 

Se. 19. 'Tis a very heavy Oppreſſion to it. Weare all Debrors 
te the Church of God, Rom.1.14. and fo far as we are Chriſtians, owe 
to it our very ſelves, Plulem. v.19. for it is the Mother of us all, Gal.4. 
24. and doth not onely give us being, but alſo miniſtreth nouriſh- 
ment and increaſe to us, Col. 2. 19. Eph.4.16. and therefore we can- 
not alienate our ſelves from its Communion and Service, without 
doing great injuſtice and wrong to it. Separations from a Church 
are very injurious to it, in five reſpeCts: 1. In reſpect of its Being 
and Exiſtence. 2. In reſpect of its Beauty and Lovelineſs. 3. In 
reſpe&t of its Fame and Reputation. 4. In reſpedt of its Stability 
and Strength. ' 5. In reſpect of its Propagation and Inlargement. 

Sef. 0. Firſt, Separation is an Oppreſſion to a Church, in re- 
ſpect of its Being and Exiſtence, The Church is as the Body, and 
we are as Members of the Body ; and 1s 1t not a great wrong to 
the Body, for the Members caufeleſly to rend themlelyes from it ? 
It-the Lite be mvre than Meat, and the Body more than Rayment, 
Lake 12.43. then 'tis a- greater Oppreſſion to deſtroy Life, or to 
diſmember the Body , than 'tis to take away outward Accommo- 


; dations, which are onely for Food and Rayment. By Meſes his 


Law, he was guilty of death that ftole a.man,. Exod. 21. 16. and is 


{ his guilt lefs;' thar robs the Church of a Saint ? Man being by the 


very conftitution of his nature, a ſociable creature, we cannot con- 


| ceive him related to any Society, but we muſt conceive him bound 


_—_— 


2 


to preſerve it, and to be a Guardian to it, to prote& and preſerve it 
inal tho Laws and Orders, Rights and Priviledges which are ne- 
ceflary to-its Being, Security, and Welfare ; and 1s not he an- Op: 
preſſor which overthrows or weikens that Society which he is bound 


| to maintain and ſupport 2 C 2 Sef. 
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| Sedt. 2.x, Secondly, Separation is an-Oppreſlion to a'Church, in re- 

ſpect of its Beauty and Lovelineſs. © External Beauty and Loveli- 

neſs is properly nothing elſe but a reſultancy from parts harmoni- 

ouſly and orderly united, and diſpoſed : fo onthe contrary, Defor- 

mity 15 a reſultancy from maimed or. diſordered. parts. ' And who 

is there which doth not as. much dread Deformity as Poverty 2 

What would you not give or loſe, rather than become ugly and a- 

bominable 2 And what are Diviſions but a diſordering of the parts 

of the ſame Body 2 And what.is Separation, ..but a pulling of one 

part from another > Diſmember, a Body, and you muſt certainly 

deform it ; pluck out an Eye, or cut off the Note, or.any other vi- 
ſible part, and you will finde that you have deformed it. . The 

Church of God, for the correſpondency of her parts in Gods deſigng 
and conftitution of her, is ſo keautiful, that ſhe is altogether lovely ; 
and is it not a great Oppreſlion to her,by Diviſions and Separations 
to bring Dcformity upon her, and make her an Obyett of lamenta- 

tion to her compaſſionate Friends, and of ſcorn to her inſulting E- 

nemies ? 

Sett. 22. Thirdly, Separation is-a great Qppreſlioa to, a Church, 
rn reſpect of her Fame and Reputation. © Detrattion from Fame and 
Reputation, is as much and more an Oppreſlion, than a detrattion 
trom any Civil Right or Poſſeſſion can be. A good Name and Re- 
port is ſuch a valuable Bleſſing, Phil.4.8. Prov.1o.7. that good men ' 
of all ſorts, in all Ages,, have preferred it before either Pleaſures, 
Eccleſ.7.x,. or Riches, Prov.22:1.. or Lite it ſelf, x Cor,g.15. And the 
violation of it hath ever been ranked amoovgſt the worſt injuries in- 
cident to humane Society and Commerce. A man, or a Society of 
men, without Reputation, under contempt and ſcorn, is one of the 
meaneſt and moſt impotent things in the world. Now Separation 
from a Church is an high defamation to it, and moſt direQly expo. 
ſeth it to contempt;for this repreſents it to the world as a Society of 
Chriſtians apoſtatized.from Chriſt, declined from the ways of God, 
_ prophaners of Gods Name and Ordinances, and conſequently 
Jo deveſted of all goodneſs, that they are not fit for Chriſtian' Com- 
munion, but ought to be avoided and abandoned. as Publicans and 
Heathens. This is the jreſiſtible inſinuation and true interpreta- | 


tion 


[15 ] 
tion of. every Separation-from'a Church : for no Separation,from a 
Church is juſtifiable, but for that reaſon which God giveth why 
his people ſhould come out of Babylon, That they be not partakers of 
her fins, and receive _not of her plagues, Rev.18.4. So that they which 
ſeparate from a Church, diſgrace and brand it for a Society of cor: 
rupt and. infamous Chriſtians, with whom. God is not graciouſly 
preſent, and with whom good men ſhould have no fellowſhip: 
which is the moſt injurious dealing can be met withal in the world, 
and cannot be reſented. without a great deal of ſmart and indigna- 
tion. 

Sett. 23. Fourthly, Separation is a great Oppreſlion-to a Churcly, 
in reſpect of her Stability and Strength. One end why Chriſt im- 
bodied and formed his Diſciples into a Church-Society was, that 
from their conjunction and relation, they might, like parts of the 
fame body, contribute mutual help, firength, and ſuccour to each o- 
ther. Two (faith Solomon) are better than one, Eccleſ.4.9. to 13. that 
is, Society with Love and Peace is better than Solitarineſs , becauſe 
'tis uſeful to encourage Endeavours, to ſupport under Burthens, to 
preſerve from Dangers, to reſcue from Diftreſſes, to further and 
cheriſh in the diſcharge of Duties and Offices, and to ſympathize 
and refreſh under all Griefts and Sorrows. As Chriſt for his.prote- 
Cting and quickening influences on the Church, is compared to the 
Head, Col.1.18. fo every Chriſtian for his ſubordinate affiſtance and 
beneficialneſs to the whole Society, is compared to a Member fitly 
and orderly joyned to the Body, Eph..4.1 5,16. So that,As the Eye can- 
not ſay to the Hand, I have no need of thee ; nor the Head to the feet, 
I have no need of you, 1 Cor.12.21. ſo neither can any the moſt per- 
tect Chriſtian fay to the meaneſt, I have no need of thee : for they 
all embarque in the ſame Bottom, and are engaged by the conſig- 
nation of God to a common care and concern foe the whole, and:one 
another. The Church ts faid to be as terrible as an Army with ban- 
mers, Cant.5.1. that is, whilſt like an Army ſhe continuettvin good 
Order, Peace, and Unity within it ſelf ; becauſe in fiich a caſe one 
Member is a ſyccour and defence to another : - And 'as every Souk 
dierin an Army keeping his Rank and Order, doth partake of 'the 
benefit and advantage ot the conduct, courage, and prowels:6f- the 
whok 
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whole Army ; ſoeveryChriſtian abiding in that Calling wherein he 
is called with God, walking orderly in the Church, doth partake of 
the uſefulneſs of all thoſe Gifts and Graces which God hath beſtow- 


144. ed upon the whole Church, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Now we all find by ex- 


perience, that weak things united become ſtrong, and ftrong things 


'F divided become weak : whenoe Scyhkarus taught his eighty Sons by 


1 giving them a ſheaf of Arrows , which together they could not 
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break , but one taken from another they could eafily break , That 


1!) Unity and compaRted Strength was the Bond that preferves all So- 
18 cieties entire and inviolate , but Diviſion that which diſſolves and 


['F extirpates them. So that he which ſeparateth hitafelf from a Church, 


and refuſeth to ſupply his proper place and order in it, he breaks 
down her ſtrong holds, and weakens her, and conſequently oppreſ- 


$ fcth her. 


Sea. 2.4. Fifthly, Separation from a Church ts a great oppreſſion 


{i to it, in reſpeCt of its Propagation and Enlargement. We are all 


obliged to pray and conſequently to uſe our utmoſt endeavour, that 


| the Kingdom of God may come, Mat. 6. 10. that is, that the govern- 
1's ment of God adminiſtred by Jeſus Chriſt, may more and more pre- 
; yail, and be every where erefted ; or in the Apoſtles words, that 


the Word of God ( which is the Scepter of his Kingdom ) may have 


111k free paſſage and be glorified, 2 Theſl. 3. 1. by opening mens eyes, and 
| Furning 'T 
| God, Acts 26. 18. and adding them to the Church, Aﬀts'2. 47. This 


em from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
is one of the great Intereſts of the Church ; and whoſoever ſets 


« himſelf to oppoſe it, is an Oppreſſor of it. You account, that he 
| which unlawfully obftructs anothers Trade and Commerce, and 


3 hinders him from improving and increaſing his ſtock, doth as really 


Afﬀettions and eacourageththem-to a' Commerce arid Communion. 


| oppre(s him, as he.that violently detains or takes his goods from 


him. And this is the caſe of all Separatiſts ; as they do unjuſtly 


| with-hokd from. the Church what of right belongs to it, ſo they 
hinder it from enlarging it ſelf, by begetring Scandals, and laying 
| Stumbling-blocks againſt its Communion and Fellowſhip. *7ix a 
| thing both good aud pleaſant, for Brethren to dwell together in Dnity, 


I 33. Iz 24 3. excites! Admiiration in the Beholders, ipvites.their 


But 
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[17] 
But can we reaſonably expett to gain the hearts of Jews, Pagans, 
Mahometans, Papiſts, and Atheiſts to us, perſwade them to embrace 
our Religion, and to joyn themſelves to our Communion, fo long 
25 we have ſuch Variances, are at ſuch Diftances from one another, 
and cannot agree upon terms of religious Communion among our 
ſelves 2 Do not our Diviſions and Separations ſeem to proclaim to 
all the world, that we underſtand not the intent and meaning of 
thoſe Inſtitutions & Laws which Jeſus Chriſt hath impoſe&upon us, 
and are uncertain what that Religion is which we our ſelves profeſs, 
and commend to others as the beſt in the world z One Sett prea- 
cheth up that which another crieth down ; and the religious Com- 
munion of one ſort, is an abomination fo another ; and what one 
juſtifieth, another condemneth : And did you ever know diſagrees 
ing Witneſſes an effeftual Proof ? 

Sef. 2.5. Beſides, will a conſidering man umte himſelf to that 
City which is divided againſt it felt > or chuſe that houſe for his: 
place of habitation, whoſe materials are falling aſunder 2 and will. 
not the Enemies of Chriſt think him an unmeet perſon to gather 
under his dominion and rule all the Nations in the world, who ſeems. 
not able to govern thoſe in Unity and Peace which are already fub- 
ject to him ? 'Tis reported of Julian, that he thought the fomenting, 
of Diviſions 1n the Church, the moſt effeftual way to ſupprels Chrr- 
ſtianity, and to adyance Paganiſm : and he had reafan to think 1a ; 
for the world will never believe that they are taught of God, who. 
divide from one another, becauſe the Spirit of Truth is never con-+ 
trary to it ſelf; and the deſigne of all true Rehgion is to draw and. 
binds men anto God and one another. And therefore you ſhall. 
finde, that our-Saviour prayeth again and again, that his Duciples 
and followers might be one, as he and his Father are one ; and to this 
very end, that the world might believe that God had ſent him, Joh.1 7. 
21,23. Which implieth , that their Unity would be of principal jg- 
fluence,to perſwade the world that he came into the world on Gods: 
errand, to deſtroy the works of the Devil, and.to reſtore man-to, 
Gods image, favour, and fellowſhip. 

SeF.26. And you ſhall finde, that when three thouſand were 
converted at one Sermon, and added to the Cluuch, all the _ 

ans: 
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1 { in the Commonwealth ; for the outward,carthly,and temporal con- 
& dition of the Body, is- onely concern'd in the one; but the inward, 
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ſtians were with one accord in one place, and continued with one 
accord in the Temple, -and were of one heart and one ſoul, 4&#s 2. 
1,41,46. & 4.32,33. and then by the rule of contraries, they which 
cauſe diviſions, cauſe offences, Rom. 16. 17. and prejudice the minds 
of men againſt the Church of God, as if it were a Synagogue of Sa- 
tan, a Society to be ſhun'd and abhorr'd ; which obſtructs the pro- 
pagation and enlargement of it, and conſequently is a mighty Op- 


preſſion to it. 


Sef. 27. As Separation is an heavy Oppreſlion to, ſo 'tis a grie- 
vous Perſecution of the Church too. Perſecution in the ridteſt 
and ſevereſt ſence, is the proſecution of a perſon with a peremptory 
deſigne to ruine and deſtr8y him. And what is Separation lels 
than the execution of a deſigne to diſſolve and deſtroy that Com- 
munity of Chriſtians from which the Separation is made ? Perſecu- 


ij tors think the perſecuted ſo bad and hateful, that they are not fir 


for the ſociety of men : And Separatiſts think that Church from 
which they ſeparate, ſo corrupt and degenerous, that 'tis not fit for 


9's the ſociety of Chriſtians. And as Perlecutors would not have the 
g perſecuted to continue in being and exiſtence among men, ſo the 
Separatiſts would not have the Churches they ſeparate from, to 


continue in being and exiſtence among Churches. They both a&t 


1; from the ſame inodiating and envenomed principle, and the aim of 


each horribly miſchievous. | 
Sef.28. Yea, I take the Separatiſts to be the worſt and moſt 


cruel ſort of Perſecutors : for by how much the Rights and Privi- 


ledges of Chriſtians, as ſuch, are better and dearer to them than the 


Rights and Priviledges of men, as ſuch ; by ſo much the more of 


'# Rigour and Severity is there in the rejetion of Chriſtians from their 

1 Rights and Priviledges. Is it a very bad thing to ſuffer confiſcation 

T7 of Goods, impriſonment, baniſhment, and death 2 *tis much worſe 

> to be rejefted from the love and fellowſhip of God and his Church, 

''# the means of Grace, and the hope of oy. Whatever ſome in- 
al 


conſiderate folk may think, to be dealt withal as intolerable in the 
Church, is much harder uſage than to be dealt withal as intolerable 


ſpirt- 
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[19] 
ſpirogh and eternal condition of the Soul, is concern'd in the other. 

en you urch a Society of Chriſtians, you account them, in 
the expreſſion of the Holy Text, as Dogs, Rev:22.1 5. the baſeſt and 
uncleaneſt ſort of creatures, a company of men ſo far ſunk under 
the power of the animal life, and given over to the power and ty- 
ranny of the Devil, that they are alicnated from the life of God, e- 
nemues to all goodneſs, to be ſhunned as the Prophaners of holy 
things, and the Peſts of Chriftian Commerce. And if it be great 
cruelty without cauſe to be judged worthy of Death, I am fare 'tis 
a greater without cauſe to be judged worthy of Hell and Damna- 
tion. 


Sef. 29. And, I think, 'tis very ordinary for the Separatiſts tg 


carry on their Separation by far worſe methods, than for the moſt 


part other Perſecutors do their Perſecutions ; for other Perſecutors 
accuſe thoſe they perſecute of fome hainous and capital Crime, im- 
plead and«try them by the known Laws of that Community to 
which they do belong, produce Evidences of their Allegations a: 
gainſt them, and do not judge and execute them before tryal and 
conviction. But the Separatiſts from our Church, at leaſt many 
of them, are fo heady and fierce againſt thoſe Chriſtian Societics 
from which they ſeparate, that they have no regard "to ſuch mea- 
ſures,of proceedings, but aſlume and exerciſe a power to reform, 
before they have, or indeed ever can, prove any thing to be amis ; 
and goabgut to heal the Churches diſtempers by cutting her throat, 
and ftabbing, her to the heart, without telling her that ſhe is ſick ; 
herein doing that to others, which they would, queſtionlefs, in no 
caſe have done to themſelves, :nor perhaps to no particular perfon 
clle in the wprld :: as, if Juſtice, Charity, and comrhon Honeſty, 
were notigancernd.in mens behaviours towards whole'Churches or 
Congrepations of Chriſtians, as'well as towards particular perſons ; 
and tuat were juſtifiable towards a National, Pyovincial, or Paro- 
rm Community! :of men; which by #hs 'common {ence 'of mart 

ind bath begn condernned for(crucktyxzowardss ſingle map.” Cer- 
tainly, to.condemt and rejefts Sodkty of Chriſtzans for the'greatelt 
Guilts, without tryal and conviction, is 6ne of the greateſt Outra "i 
that humane Nature is capable of, and athing, Tam confident, t n 

| D mo 


[20 
moſt barbarous Nations abhor : And. yet isnot this the commog 
practice of Separatiſts? yea, when did they otherwiſe > What Con- 
gregation in Exg/and did they ever endeavour to convict and re- 
torm, before they forſook it 2 So that the Separatiſts have no more 
reaſon to glory in their Separation, than they have to glory in the 
vileſt Oppreſſion and moſt cruel Perſecution. 

Set. 30. And here is an Anſwer ready for them, who ask, Why 
we are {o, angry with them that ſeparate from-us ? Even becauſe 
they heavily opprels and grievouſly perlecute us, without a cauſe. 
They break the ſtaff of our Beauty, and the bands of our Perfectneſs, 
that is, violate our Unity, and quench our Charity, defame and 
expoſe, us to Contempt , abhor us, and paſſionately purſue our 
Ruine;'and yet confidently ask, What aiketh us? and why we 


complain? as if they could not wrong or hurt us, unleſs contrary ' 


to the common Laws of the Land, they would not fuſler us to live 
quietly in-our houſes, and did beat and ſlay us where-ever they met 
us. And yet, ſoine of us can remember when ſuch forbearances 
were accounted great favours from ſome very neer akin to them. 
You, may as calily; conceive, that. a-man may' be torn into pieces 
without pain and ſmart, groans and lamentations, as a Church:ſo- 


cicty of Chriſtians divided and broken aſunder without grief and {| 


exaſperation. When apy of the Separatiſts, for affronting lawful 
Authority, and trampling, on the. known Laws of the Land, endure 


a confiſcation of goods, impriſonment, or baniſhment, then your * 
Ears ſhall be filled with Sighs and Groans, with Exclamations and 


biting ReſleCtions, and all the world ſhall ring of it ;' and yet there 
1s nothing in theſe Sufferings but what hath relation to a temporal 
concern.. But When they cenſure and reject us from the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, deal with us as intolerable, prophane, and ungodly wret- 
ches, proclaim to all the world, that we are Apoſtates, and incorri- 
gible evil doers, and as muchas in them keth, disfranchiſe us of all 
qur ſpiritual Rights and Priviledges, which ought-to” be dearer to 


us. than, life it-ſelt'; if we take on as hurt and. injured, we'are peeviſh |, 
and cholerick, and. have as little Reaſon to condadt us, 4s they judge } 
we have of Religion. But this language of theirs becomes no 3 
mans mouth. but. fuch an one as he was, who faid, He had rather © 
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[21] 
have a part in Paris than in Paradiſe. They who are Chriſtians in- 
deed, prefer. their Ged before 'their goods, and are more for the 
Communion of Saints, tian for great Poſſefſions. And this brivgs 
me to the laſt branch of my !Text. 

Sef. ; 1. Thirdly, The Limitation of the Conceſſion: But rebel not 
againſt the Lord, nor rebel againſt us, in building you an Altar befide 
the Altar of the Lord our Go The exceftive particle [ But] 1s very 
emphatical, and ſeems to ſuggeſt, 7 hat no indulgence 1 to be ſhewed 
to our ſeparating. Brethren, but upon tondition of their penitence,and re- 
turn to our Communion. | The Children of 1ſraels condeſcenſion here, 
was founded on a preſymption of the Rewbenites Reformation. Tf 
the Reabenites, &c. 'will yield and ſubmit themſelves to God and 
his Church, then they will ſtoop to them; and, gratifie them ; not 
elle. So here, if the Separatiſts continue impenutent and obftinate, 
ſet up Altar againſt Altar, and Church againſt Church, we are ua- 
der no Obligation to remit any of our Rights, or to give away any 
thing we juffly pls, to them, to live in amity & peace with them. 
We'need not be at any trouble or coſt to purchaſe patterns of ſtyb- 
bornneſs and diſobedience, we ſhall have more than a good many 
thruſt uporps againſt our Wills. Church-peace-is ſuch a valuable 
Bleſſing, that we ſhould readily purchaſe It at any rate of difadvan- 
tage to our Worldly Intereſts ; and we ſhould gratifte thetn that 
have ſeparated themſelves from us into oppoſite Parties 'to'us,/jtt 
any. thing conſiſtent with Truth,” Goodneſs, arid Charity to'our 
religious Church-communion : But if'we carinot bring theſe Of: 
tenders into the Church, without bringing in their Ottences too, 
we had better give away what we have to keep them out, than to 
Le at any coſt or trouble to:make room to receive them in. Tt we 
cannot have ſome: reaſonable ſecurity; that their joyning with us 
will do us more: good "than hurt, let them alone, Z7of. 4.17., To 
ſtretch our ſelves by comprehenſive a&ts, to take into the boſpm'o 
the Church (as the Trojans did with the wooden horſe) a compan 
of men armgd" with :defignes to undermine and betray: het pow 
and to diſgrace and diſturb her Order , will adde to her calativ- - 
ties as well as to her riumbers. Though they Teave off ir Sepa- 
rations,yet if they retain their unpeaccableand-ungovernable ___ 
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and principles, continue more apt'to finde faults in others than to * 
amend them-in themſelves, will check at ev 
rels and diviſions from their own miſtakes and miſperſwaſions, will 
not be made conformable to Laws, but will have Laws made con- 
ſormable to them, -or will live at large without the precin&s of : 
any Government at all, but what they thernſelves call the govern- 
ment of Chriſt, and will have the Wall within which we are inclo- 
ſed broken and trodden dowg, Cant.4-2. ſai. 5. 2. 4. e. have it left 
indifferent how Congregations. of Chriftians and their reſpective 
Worihips and Diſciphnes be modelled; our Congregations may be 
much the greater, but our Offences and Sorrows will be never the 
leſs ; and I think *twill be more for our comfort and ſafety too, to 
go ta Heaven, though without their company, in rhe good old 


way. | 


feather, raiſe quar- 


Se. 32. A Ceremony or two may. not be much ſtood upon, 
(though we are not to make matters of decencie ſo cheap,as to alter * 
them to pleaſe every unmannerly Humouriſt) but Faith and Order, - 
fixed Rules of Worſhip and Diſcipline, are an intereſt too conſide- 
rable to be negletted for any bodies fake. - All is not Gold that gli- * 
ſters, and yet we may buy Gold too dear. *Tis poſſihle the Sepa- * 
ratiſts may not be ſuch a good company of Chriſtians as they them- * 
{elves report ; but ſappaſe them to be much better than indeed + 
they are, they which ſhall ſell the eſtabliſhed Government of 'the -- 
Church, and its fixed modes of Worſhip, to regain them to it, ſhall - 
pay much too dear for it, have a very bad bargain of it, and ſhall be 
ſure to put all the gain in their eyes : For they are a People, for the | 
molt part,” of ſuch volatile ſpirits, that if you have no binding Im- 
poſitions to fix. them, you ſhall not be able to keep their company 
when you haveit ; and fo in the iſſue the means uſed to make their * 
company molt ſure., will bring it to the greateſt uncertainty that 
can be. Take away all Order, and I am tare there can be nothing 
but Confuſion : Or if it be in every mans power to be the Maſter 


eter, tis great odds but the moſt will be the Maſters of Mi 7 


p Sef. 3 
cloſe ſhut, than to ſet them w 


3. 'Tis therefore certai 


better to keep the Church-doors j 
thoſe Separatiſts who | 
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would turn the doors out at windows, + mean; invert the whole or- 


der.of things, and; render Religion in: its Mmiftrations; like fome 


late itinerant. Preachers of 'it ,' an-arhabwatory'thidp; ag various as 


the complexions of the Celebrators, arid as changeable'asthe Moon ; 


which will jnfallibly harden its Enemies againſt it; andiexpoſe' it to 
their contempt and ſcorn, EPath any Nation changet their Gods 
Jer.2.11. 4.4. all Nations account Innovations in-matters of Religj- 
on a Reproach to them ;- becatife mens-lightneſs'and iconftancy is 
an Argument that they;have very yeak heads, br very bad hearts ; 
either that they are greatly uncertain, or. exceedingly careleſs, whe- 
ther they pleaſe God or not by what they do. ''And truly, I take 
it to be as contrary to the revealed Will of God to aboliſh a good 
cuſkome,, x Cor.x#.16,-as to introduce a bad one: And 'tis very fel- 
dom, that: the benefit of an alteration doth compenfate the trouble 
of it. And we cannot but obſerve, that men given to change, are 
(cldom' or never fatisfied ; 'but the gratifying of them in one thing, 
encourageth them' to challenge it as their due in others: Change 1s 
ſa fweet.to them, that like the Horſſeaches daughters, they-are (til 
crying, Give, give. ; And Lam ftre we ritay be better employed 
than to be meddling with thoſe men who'are given.to change. In 
2 word, when men, who have withdrawn and feparated themſelves 
from us into diftinct Societies, are obftinate, and refuſe to be refor- 
med, we muſt be ſo far from ſtudying a compliance. with them, 
that we, muſt-not give place to them by fubjettion; no rot for an hour, 
Gal.2.5. but muſt mark and avoid them as the enemies of Chriſt, Rom. 
15.16. and the words of Limitation in my Text are the reaſon of 
it ; for they that build an Altar beſide the Altar of the Lord, rebet 
againſt God and againſt us. ; | 
Se. 34. The Altar is called in the Hebrew [Mubeach} a Sacrifi- 
catory, or a place for the Sacrifices, Gen. 22. 19. Lev: 1. 11. And: 
ſuch a moſt holy place was it, both in the Tabernacle and the 
Temple, that it ſanRtified what they: offered on it, Exod. 29. 37. 
Mat 2.19. Now Sacrifices were Rites of addreſs to God, and uſed 
as Mediums of Praiſeand Prayer,r Sam.1 3.12. Exre 6.10. Pſal.x 16. 
13. And accordingly you ſhall finde, that where Abrahdm, Tac, 
and Faceb built Altars, they icalled on the'Name- of the Lord, Ges. 


I 2, 


IE, 

12. 7. comp: witly t 31.4. Gen. 26.25. © 33.20. & 35. 1. ze. they 
praiſed God, and:prayed#v him: So that an Altar was a place for 
ſolemn religious Warſhip.”': And'then by building an Altar befide the 
Altar'of- the Lord, muſt needs te defigned, as the Children of 7ae/ 
thought, the -erefting an: holy place tor ſolemn religious Worſhip, 
contradiſtin&- to that of the Lords” own appointment, where the 
Reubenites, Gadites, and half Tribe of Manaſſeh had conſpired to 
meet in religiousAſſemblies to worſhipGod in a peculiar & ſeparate 
way, under diftin& Offers ang Orders froth themſelves, who were 
to inhabit theLand of Canaan. And 'tis very plain, 'they unchari- 
tably ſuſpeted: an intent of tome kind of Idolatry,” and fo took it 
for a deſigne of an aggravated Separation.' "Tis true; they had no 
ſuch bad-deſigne as was fuppoted z- yet let the fat beſte as if was 
ſuppoſed to be, and: then tis granted on all liandsthat by ſo doing 
they rebelled againit God and his Church. 9 21 KF, 

Se. 35. This building of an Altar beſide the Altar of the Lord, 
hath been applied by all forts of men to SchiſmatF#a} Separations 
from the Chriſtian Church ; that is, when any-ſort''of Chriſtians uo 
voluntarily,and cauſeleſly,or rafhly forlake thoſe Chriſtian Soticties 
with which they once. had, or ought to have, Communion ,' and 
gather themſelves into ſeparate religious Societies, Irve combined in 
a ſubmiſlion to diſtinft Laws of Government and Rules of Worſhip 
from thoſe formerly abterved, or were obliged unto, tenouncing, 
refuſing,'or not -awning publick- religious Communion with tho 
from whom they'ſeparate.; they are ſaid to erect Altar againſt Al- 
tar, to gather Churches out of Churches, and to ſet up Churches a- 
gainſt Churches... 

Sef. 36. Now although this be but too ordinarily practiſed a- 
mong us here in 'Exg/and. yer 'tis ſuch a very bad thing, that many 
of thoſe: among \us, who are moſt notoriouſly guilty of it, vehe- 
mently diſclaim and diſown it. 'That there are divers Societies of 
Chriſtians diſtinguiſhed from-one another by the obſervation of e- 
parate ways of Church-government and Orders'of Worſhlp, -is too 
evident'to be denied ; but who are the faulty Separariſts/ ks/rmade 


||. by ſome, matter of Queſtion and Doubt. ' 'Tis'but to-Pait Cafes,and 
$. the Queſtion will be anſwered ; and the/Doubt; if there be any; re- 
ſolved. 
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ſolved. Whien the Reabenites,;&c;builtah Altar, & they had with- 
al actually-' fdtfaken the / religious Communion of the Children of 
Iſrael in; theTabernacle.and, beld-{parate religiousMectings at their 
New-ereded Altar; andrefolie} got t0 be,yaued. þy the lame com- 
mon tyes of-Gbvernment; anc{Orders,of Worthip with them ; who 
had been the'Separatiſts? -queſtionlels, the Reabenites, Gadjtes, and 
lalf Tribe of: Maxaſſeh, becauſe: they onely .would have departed 


from the -Unity.of the National Church, -to which they did belong 


2s Members, and te. whoſe Laws of, Government, and Orders of 
Worſhip-they owed . ſubjection and, obedience. So here, they who 
have departed from the Unity of the National Church of England, 
are the Separatiſts : The National Church ! -Fhat is. a Scare crow ; 
yea, leſs, Chimera dancing in a vacuwm :. and fo ſome men endea- 
vour to bring the old Church of Zg/a#d. to.a new gothing, - They 


could ſwear (at lea(t the chieteſt of them) what the-Church of Scor-, 
land was, and Covenant to maintain-her.in her Doctrine, Worſhip, 


Diſcipline, and Government, and to endeavour a Relorimation ac- 
cording toher Pattern : but, good men! they cannot underſtand 
tor their hearts what this Church of Exgland ſhould be... One 
would think that a National Churcitin England might as eaſily Le 
defined, as a National Church in Scotland. All rhe odds-is, the Na- 
tional Church of Exz/and is not now fo likely to ſerve their turns, 
as the: National Church »t Scozland, then ſo termed, was. Let us 
but pull:down the Biſhops, and ſet up a General Aſſembly of Pret- 
byters,and 'twill-be as caſic ro underſtand what the National Church 
of England'is, as what the National Church of Scotlaxd was, 

Set. 37. Let us reaſon the caſe a little with theſe men. Why 
may not the Engliſh Nation become a National Church, as well as. 


the Jewiſh > What is there wanting which the Jews had, that is ef. 


ſential to the conſtitution of a National Church > May not that be 
as much from God, and have as great approbation; and as many. 
Bleſſings. trom him. which is effected jn an ordinary way, as that 
which 1s effected in an extraordinary way ? What they were by 


immediate, we are by mediate divine. Conſtitution, . Were they 


converted from dead Idols to the living God ? ſo are we. Were 
they united. in the profeſſion of. the fame true faggh ? fo are we. 


Vere. 


- 
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Were they botthd 16 the fire rulevand modes:of Worſhip ? ſo are 
we. What is \it' whithf thikes a Church, but Gods Call to 4 People, 
and their Anfwer this Call> / Now you ſhall-finde; that this is to 
extend to whole Nations of the Geritiles under:the Goſpel, as well 
as it did to the whoſe Nation of the Jews under:the- Law ; I/ai.;g 5. 
5. Thou ſhalt calf a Nation which thou kuewe/t not; and Nations which 
knew not thee 'fhaf run unto thee. Zech.x.11. Many Nations ſhall be 
joyned unto the Lord in that Hay, und ſhall be my; people. So Mich.4. 
2. Many Nations fhall come and ſay,” Let w go up-ta the mountain of 
the Lord, and he will teach us his'wiys, br we will 'walk in bis paths. 
And PAal.72.11,12. Al Kings ſhall fall down before him, all Nations 
fl /hall ſerve him: all Nations ſhall call him bleſſed. And Chriſt tells 
84 the Jews, Mat.21.43. That the kingdom of God [that is, the, Church- 
#5 ſtate] ail be taken from you, and groen to a Nation bringing forth the 
BY friats thereof. And 'tis no more than what Moſes foretald them, 
| Deut. 32.21. [ will move them to jealoufie with thoſe that are ndt a 
' People : I will provoke them to anger by a fooliſh Nation. Which the 
Apoſtle expreſly applicth to the rejection of the Jews, and calling 
of the Gentiles, Rom.ro.19. which plainly evinceth; that God would 
convert whole Nations, as well as particular Congregations, out of 
them ; and bring them to a Church-ſtate, ſuch for ſubſtance as the 
Jews enjoyed. And why may not an whole Nation incorporate 
| into .one Body Eccleſiaſtick, as well as into one Body Politick 2: 
V8} There may be as univerſal agreement in divine matters as in'ctvil,&e 
| the Members of a National Church 'may be as uſeful-to:one 'ano- 
A! * ther in that relation, as- the Members of a Civil State, and' as go- 
A, vernable in the one capacity as in the other. So that they which 
 - forlake, ahd gather themſelves into diftinct religious Societies from: 
'F*" that Society of Chriſtians here ia Brpland, which are united by: Na- 
tional Laws Politicaland Eccleſtaſtical; in the profeſſion of the fame 
* Faith, and obſervation of the fame rules of Worſhip and Diſcipline, 
are faulty Separatiſts, and ſet their Altar beſide the Altar of: the 
x! -Lord their God. y I kf $2-s a6 4494 my 
k Sef.38. To make this yet 2 little plaiter to you,/I ſhall apply 
IF it to a Separation made from our Parochial Churehes, which are of . 
1%: the fame conſtithtion; with the National, and differ / onely. as parts + 


it 
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from the whole. Though Parochial or Congregational Churches 
are no more of immediate divine Inſtitution than the Jewiſh Con- 
gregation in their Synagogues were, but a meer prudential diſtri. 
bution of the whole into parts,for the more convenient and orderly 
Community in a publick confeſſion of Faith, and participation of 
publick Ordinances ; and no Chriſtian conſidered ſimply as a Mem- 
ber of the Church Catholick,is any more bound to the Communion 
of one part of the Church than of another, but ought indifferently, 
as he hath opportunity, to joyn himſelf to any one ſound part of it 
as well as to anether : yet our Parochial Churches being homage- 
neal or ſimilar parts of the National as well as Catholick Church, 
eſſentially conſidered, they who from Vicinity of Neighbourhood 
and Cohabitation, have or ought to have joyned themſelves to 
them as Chriſtian Aſſemblies fitly accommodated for publick Wor- 
ſhip, common Order and Edification, and beſt ſubſerving the duties 
of a Church-relation ; if they ſeparate from our Aſſemblies .as attin 
in a way of Communion with the National Church, and ſet up At- 
ſemblies of a different and diſagreeing conſtitution , They do not 
walk as God hath called them, 1 Cor.1. 17. pitching every man by his 
own ſtandard,Numb.z.2. according to order, 1 Cor.14.40. Do not go 
forth by the footſteps of God's flock, nor feed where God maketh his flock 
to reſt at noon, Cant. 1. 7, 8. but ſet up an Altar beſide the Altar of 
the Lord. 

Sef. 39. Moreover, whatever the Original Conſtitution of our 
Pariſh-churches was, or whatever their relation to the National 
Church is, or ſuppoſe there were no National Church at all, yet 'tis 
evident that our Pariſh-churches conſiſt of viſible Saints, ſuch as 
profeſs Chriſtianity ,and have been baptized into the Body of Chriſt ; 
they are the pillars and ground of Truth, 1 7.3.15. that is, they 
do preach and proclaim Gods Wil as revealed in & Goſpel, which 
1s the Word of Truth ; as thoſe Pillars which have the Editts of 
Princes affixed to them, proclaim their Will and Pleaſure : the true 
Sacraments, which are the Symbols and Seals of Gods Covenant, 
which is the Bond of all Amity and Commerce with. God, are ad- 
miniſtred in them ; they by mutual conſent joyn themſelves toge- 
ther as Paſtor and People, and aſſcmble themlelves together to par- 
E take 


ND 5 


rn OS a— 


[ 28] 

take of the Ordinances of Chriſt ; and therefore they are moſt cer- 
tainly true Churches : and they which live in an orderly Commu. 
nion with them, keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, 
abide where they were called with God, keep their ranks and pla- 
ces where right Reaſon and Religion hath fixed them, and main- 
tain publick Charity and Order ; and conſequently, they which 
have been once joyn'd to them(as all the Separatiſts inEng/and have 
been, or ought to be; for ſuch an Exiſtence as Pariſh-churches now 
have, they tor the main had long before the oldeſt Separatiſt in 
England was born) to ſeparate from them, they carry it like Muti- 
neers in an Armie, violate all the bonds of Love, Peace, and Order, 
and by ſetting up diſtinCt and ſeparate Societies for Worſhip and 
Difcipline from them, rebel againſt God and againſt us. 

Sef. 40. I. Such Separatiſts rebel againſt God. As there were 
ſome which profeſſed they knew God, but by Works denied him, 
Zit.1.16. ſo ſome Separatiſts pretend to a ſingular ſubjection to the 
Will of God in all things, and you ſhall not Iightly meet with any 
ſort of men who will outwardly appear more addicted to a Zeal for 
the ſetting up of the Kingdom of God and the Scepter of his Chriſt, 
as they term it, and the throwing down all oppoſite Intereſts, than 
they ; but yet in their practices are all the while deeply engaged 
in rebellion againſt him. Every ſin being a tranſgreſiion of Gods 
Law, is virtually and by interpretation a making void of Gods Law; 
which is a diſclaiming his Soveraign Authoritie and Power over us, 
and conſequently a Rebellion againſt him : But as every breach of 
Law, amongſt men, is not ſtrictly and properly denominated Re- 
bellion againſt the Soveraign Powers ; ſo neither is every breach of 
Gods Law termed Rebellion againſt the Soveraign Power of God ; 
but thoſe ſorts onely which by circumſtances are ſo aggravated, 
that they ſeem to be, after a fort, a formal renunciation ot our ſub- 
j5e&tion unto God, a plain reſiſtance made to the Will of God, and a 
ſetting up the Will of man above the Will of God ; and as it were 
a repealing of his Inſtitutions, to eſtabliſh our own Imaginations 
dnd Inventions. Now this ſin of wiltul and cauſeleſs or raſh Sepa- 
ration, is a complicated fin, which partakes of the nature of thoſe 
provocations which are under the imputation of Rebellion, as I will 
diſcover to you in a few remarkable inſtances. Sef. 
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Sea. 41. Firſt, Separation in the Context, is called a Turning a- 
way from following, the Lord, v. 16. & 18. for when men caulcleſly 
ſeparate themſelves from Gods Church, they go out, like Cain, from 
the preſence of the Lord, Gen. 4. 16. becaule 'tis a departure trom 
love ; and he that dwelleth not in love, dwelleth not in God, nor God 
in him, x John 4. 12. Which includes an abuſe of Grace, and a re- 
belling againſt Light, as Fob ſpeaks, ch.2.4.1 3. a ſin of knowledge and 
ingratitude. ' I pray minde it, Church-forlakers are God-forſakers ; 
for what is the Church of God, but the houſe of God 2 x Pet. 4. 17. 
And where doth God dwell, but in his houſe >» 2 Cor. 6. 16. And 
where doth God meet and bleis a people, but where he records his 
Name 2 Exod.20.24. And where doth he record his Name, but in 
Church-Afſemblies, where, by the celebration of his Ordinances, 
preaching of his Word , As 5. 15. performing of his Worſhip, 
Mal. 1. 6. and exerciſing of his Diſcipline, he is known and acknow- 
ledged as a man by his Name ? And how can we obtain and main- 
tain intercourſe with God, but by coming to him, and walking 
with him i» his Temple, and in the midſt of his golden Candleſticks 2 
x Cor.3.16. Rev.z.x. In a word, Gods Church is his Spouſe, Cant. 
4- $,9,10,11,12. and they that cleave not to God with her, go a 
whoring from God, Hol. 4. 12. deal treacherouſly with God, and prc- 
ſtitute themſelves to the filthy luſts of their own hearts, and do in 
effect lay to God as they in the Parable, We will not have this man 
[that 1s, God]-7o reign over us, Luke 19. 4. 

Sef. 42. Secondly, Separation is a gainſaying and reſiſting lawſul 
Authority, which is the Ordinance of God, Rom. x 3. 1, 2. a fin of 
great pride and contempt. The formality of the fn of Corah, Da- 
than and Abiram, was Schiſm, a ſinful Separation from the Church 
and Congregation of rae! ; and 'tis exprefly called, a gathering 
themſelves together againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, Nurnb. 16. 3. 
& 19. ze. againſt the chief Magiſtrate and the chief Prieſt. 
They avouched all the Congregation to be equally holy with 
them, one as good as another ; and therefore ſome were too good 
to be under others. And becauſe Moſes and Aaron took too much 
upon them, and uſurpecg Supremacy over them, they would be a 
Church-of themſelves, a Congregation of holy people contradiſtin&t 
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to them. But though they pretended for a parity, and their words 
ſound altogether that way, yet Meſes plainly diſcerned that their 
pleadings tor an equality proceeded from a ſpirit ſtrongly worki 
after a Superiority ; and ſo he tells them, v.7,8,9. Te take too mu 
upon you, ye ſons of Levi--Seemeth it but a ſmall thing to you that the 
God of Ifracl hath ſeparated you from the _—_— of Iſrael, to bring 
you ner to himſelf, to do the ſervice of the Tabernacle of the Lord, and 
to fland before the congregation to miniſter to him-—-and ſeek ye the 
Prieſthood too > They thought the High-prieſt's Garments would 
fit their ſhoulders as well as Aaron's. So that their humble Re- 
monſtrances againſt a Superiority, was but an ambitious deſigne to 
exchange it, to pull down others and ſet up themſelves. And we 
every where ſee men like the Fir-tree in the Parable, who would be 
cut down as low as the meaneſt ſhrub, rather than be over-top'd by 
the Cedar ; are ſo proud, that = cannot endure a Superiour. I 
will not fay, that all the Separatiſts do ambitionate a Superiority ; 
nor will I fay, that like the Phariſee, they affett a ſingularity,would 
not be like other men, Luke 8.11. leſt they ſhould te like Saxl hid 
in the ſtuff, men of no remark, who deſerve to be head and ſhoul- 
ders above their Brethren in reputation and honour, themſelves be- 
iog Judges : But I ſhall be bold to ſay, they are fo far from moving 
under the regular conduct of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Authoritie, as 
all good Chriſtians ought to do, that the moſt viſible ſignes by 
which they are diſtinguiſhed trom other Chriſtians, are their bold 
defiances of both. And in truth, fo far is the intereſt of the one 
incorporated into the other, that like /ſocrates his Twins, they live 
and die together, and the enemies of the one are the enemies of the 
other. Conformity and Loyalty, a ſtedfaſt and zealous Commus- 
nion with the Church, and an invincible and immovable Obedience 
to the King, like ſtones in an arch, do mutually ſupport and ſtreng. 
then one another ; but Non-conformity and Malignity, Separation 
and Sedition, have ſuch complicated influences and united intereſts 
and deſigns, that the one being armed with Power , is rarely divi- 
ded from the other : and he muſt wink very hard, that doth not 
every where ſee, that when the Church iveth a Member, the King 
alſo in heart and affeftion loſeth a Subject ; —_ in - 
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Church, and ungovernable in the State : for they that are not held 
by the tyes of Religion under ſubjection and obedience to thofe 
that have the rule and overſight of them in the Lord, have a very 
natural and eaſe ſtep to deſpiſe Dominion, and to exalt themſelves 
above all obligations to the civil Powers. And 'tis no wonderful 
ſight to ſee thoſe who trom a preſumption of ſecrecie have ſneaked 
and creeped into an unlawful Conventicle, from a preſumption of 
victorie and impunitic,boldly to defie and reſiſt Authoritie in open 
field. | 
See. 43. Thirdly, Separation procceds from a preference of their 
own thoughts and devices before Gods Inſtitutions and InjunCtions ; 
which is called in the holy Text, Rebellion, Iai.65.2. and the making 
of the commandments of God of none effett, Mat. 15.6. Mark 7. 13. 
There is nothing more plain, and more eaſie to be underſtood in all 
the Bible, than, That the body of Chriſt is one, and that all Chriſtians 
are baptized into this one body, x Cor.12.12,13. and therefore,though: 
many,are yet one body in Chriſt, and members one of another, Rom.12.. 
45. lo that, if ove member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it, 1 Cor. 
12.25, From which neer relation and ſympathy, they are obliged 
to the deareſt /ove, Rom.12.10. and are to live in the exerciſe of it, 
as the evidence of their neer relation to Chriſt, John 34. 35. and 
the bond of perfeCtneſs among themſelves, Col.3.14. And that this 
be not weaken'd or interrupted, they are commanded mot to forſake 
the aſſembling of themſelves together, Heb. 10. 25. and to give no of 
fence to the Church of God, 1 Cor.10.32. nor to any member of it, Rom. 
14.13. And if offences come, as through Satans ſubtilty and the ma- 
hgnity of fleſhly luſts they muſt needs do, Lake 17. 1. ſl though wo 
to them by whom they come, Mat. 18. 7.) their Chriſtian Faith, which 
worketh by love, Gal.5.6. muſt ſo moderate their paſſions, that they 
muſt not eafily be provoked, but bear all things that are tolerable ; 
yea, muſt cover a multitude of fins, and ſuffer long, 1 Cor.13.5,7. and 
ought to be fo far from rejoycing in iniquity, and having advantages 
of diſlike and ſeparation, that they muſt account it their Glorte tb 
paſs by offences, Prov. 29. 11. follow after peace, and the things that 
make for it, Heb.12.14. Rom.14.10. and do as much as in them lies,do 
all that is poſſible to be done, to live in peace, Rom. 12. 18. that is, 
no 
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no condition of a peaceable Communion is to be refuſed, but ſuch 
as is morally impoſſible, cannot be ſubmitted unto without ſin. 
This is plainly the minde of God, That we muſt never forlake the 
Communion of that Church unto which we are united, fo long as 
we can keep our innocency in it. Nothing but the ſinfulneſs of a 
Communion can juſtifie or warrant a Separation. When we can- 
not continue in-Communion without either the acknowledgement 
of ſome errour for a Truth, or the practice of ſome fin for a Duty, 
we may ſeparate ; but for no other provocation. The requiring 


of doubtful or ſuſpetted praCtices, as ſome ſpeak, as the condition of 


Communion, can -be no warrantable ground of Separation ; be- 
cauſe Engagements to a Separation mult be equally certain as En- 
ements to a Communion. They-are certainly very badly ad- 
vided and diſpoſed, who prefer their doubts and ſcruples before their 
known dutie and the Churches honour and fatetie. 
Sef. 44. And I mult tell you too, there may be real corruptions 


in a Church, and yet no ground for a Separation from it ; becauſe 


we may communicate with it in Gods Ordinances, without parta- 
king with it in its Corruptions : for that may be tolerated which 
is not impoſed ; practiſed by ſome, which is diſowned by others,and 
required from none. And 1n all lawful things, condeſcention and 
yieldance is infinitely more commendable than ſeltwilledneſs, and 
ſtubbora frowardneſs. If therefore a Brother , much more a 
Mother, will have you go a mile with her, in a way of condeſcen. 
tion and yieldance to ſuch things as you conceive inconvenient and 
burthenſome, you muſt, to maintain peace and love, go with her 
twain, Mat.5.41. The Philoſopher calls a good man, Terezyxwr®., 
a Cube or Square ; implying,that-a good man is not hkea Spherical 
Figure, which is able to meet the plaineſt thing onely in a point, 
but like a Cubical Figure, which meets with plain things in whole 
broad-ſides, and hath a notable aptitude for Unity and compliance. 
I an {ure St. Paul was ſuch an one, and he is worthy to be a preſi- 
dent to us all, Who became as a Gentile to the Gentiles, that he might 


gain the Gentiles ; and as a Few to the Jews, that he might gain the 


Fews ; yea, though he were a free man, yet he made himſelf a ſervant 


to all, and was made all things to all men, that he might gain ſome, 
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x Cor.9.19,20,21,22: And certainly, he was never baptized with 
the Spirit-of Chriſt, who will not do more for the unitie and Peace 
of that Societie to which he belongs, than to pleaſe an ill-natured 
humour ; and that will not ſmother his private judgment, and re- 
linquiſh his private liberties, and his more publick conveniences too, 
rather than by a peremptory publication of the one, and a ſtiff main- 
tainance of the other, diſturb the quiet of Gods Church. 

Sef. 45. Now it being generally acknowledged by. moſt of the 
Separatiſts, That the Church of Eg/and, at leaſt, that our Parochial 
Churches are true Churches, and that they may, without the dan- 
gerous hazard of their Salvation, communicate with them in their. 
religious Adminiſtrations ; they cannot ſeparate from them, with- 
out exalting their own Imaginations above Gods Preſcriptions, and. 
preferring the gratification of an Humour, before the pleaſing of, 
God; which 1s a grand rebellion againſt him. 

Sed. 465. Fourthly, Separation: is an aCt of great ſtubbornnels and. 
contumacy : *tis a fin excaſed, juſtified; and pleaded for ; which is: 
the adding of rebellion to ſin, as Fob ſpeaks, c.34.37. The very ſame. 
circumſtances which rendered the ſin of Saul in ſparing Agag and, 
the beſt of the ſpoil a Rebellion, are fully applicable to the 1in of 
wilful and - cauſeleſs Separation, and with ſome ſuperiour aggrava-. 
tions. Did Saul break the Commandment of God 2 fo .da they-: 
And far more hainouſly ; for he tranſgreſled onely a ſingle, poſi- 
tive, temporary, diſpenſable Precept, but they aneternal. and indif. 
penſable Law of Love and Righteouſneſs : Saul tranſgreſled to . 
preſerve and fave, but-they to ruine and deſtroy. Did Sal, not- 
withſtanding his diſobedience, pretend that he had performed the 
Commandment of the Lord ? fo do they : They do it in obedience . 
to the Call of God, who will have them ( as they fay ) come out 
from among us and ſeparate. Did Saul excuſe and juſtifie his ſin 
from the pretence of a good end and intention ? ſo do they. The 
Church neecs Reformation, and they have covenanted to. reform 
it, and they will bring religious Miniſtrations to greater purity ; 
ſo that they are in a faithful purſuit of The good Old Cauſe, are the 
men called fo1th to bear witneſs to the — and their 


Separation 15 for the Honour of God, and the Edification of his 
| Church ; 
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Church ; that is, in fm down the Church to build it up, rend 
the Members of the Body afunder to joyn them the more orderly 
together, wreck and quite mar the Ship to repair and mend it, de- 
ſtroy to ſave. Did Saw! at laſt confeſs hus fin? fo do not they, but 
obſtinately defend it, yea, glory i it as an attainment of an extra- 
ordinary ſize ; and,which is the foundation of it, aſcribe it unto God 
as his own doing ; and are fo far from aſſuming any ſhame or 
blame to themſelves for it, as ſometimes a Drunkard, a Lyar, a 
Swearer, and other debauch'd perſons will do, that they extol and 
magnifie the worthineſs of the aCtion, and are confident that it com- 
mends them unto God, and is one of the moſt rewardable acts of 
Virtue they can do. This I take to be the very height of ſin, and 
muoh worſe than Saul's Rebellion , Which was as the fin of witch. 
craft, and his ſtubbornneſs as iniquity and idolatry, 2. Sam.15.23. 

Sef. 47. Would you not think it an abominable aggravation to 
the ſin of a Drunkard, a Thief, a Blaſphemer, or any flagitious 
wretch, to hear him juſtifie and plead for it as an aCt of Religion, 
and a notable piece of ſcrvice done for God ? and hear him cenſure 
others as defeCtive in duty to God and themſelves, that will not 
applaud and imitate him ? This is the Caſe of all Separatiſts ; how 
contrary foever they are to the Church and one another in their 
dividing and ſeparating principles and practices, motives, and ends, 
they impute them all to God as the Author and Encourager of 
them. And what higher Afront and Reproach can be done to 
God, who is the God of order, 1 Cor. 14. 33. and the Lord of peace, 
that giveth peace always by all means, 2 Thel. 3. 16. than to avouch 
and repreſent him the Author of Diviſions and Contfuſtons ? There 
is 2 fin unto death (faith St. Fohn 1. ch.5.16.) Ido not fay, that thou 
ſhouldeſt pray for it.I ſhall not judge any man,but ſhall leave him to 
ſtand or fall tohis own Maſter, Rom. 1.4. 4. And indeed, what have 
we to do to judge thoſe that are without ? 2 Cor.5.12. But I cannot 
ſee how any body can expett that God ſhould pardon that fin 
which he defendeth and juſtifieth, and will not confeſs and reform, 
but how vile a fin and provocation ſoever it be, will call it good, 
and father it upon God ; and ſo blaſpheme God, rather than con- 
demn himfelf. Now theſe particulars being duly weighed ſingly 
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or together, it will appear that wilful and cauſcleſs Separation, and 
erecting Churches againſt Churches, is as peremptory an engage- 
ment, and as conſiderable a motion againſt the bent of Gods W1ll, 
and the deſfigne he is managing and carrying on in the” world to 

magnifie his Name, as any the boldeſt ſinners can adventure on. 
Set. 48. I I. Separatiſts rebel againſt the Church of God too. 
That part of Gods Church which is continued here on Earth, is not 
unfitly termed Militant, becauſe *tis always in a warfaring condition, 
is incompaſicd on all hands with malicious and ſpiteful adverſaries, 
and ſubje& to the moſt invidious and miſchievous defignes and op- 
poſitions. Hence ſhe is compared to a Lilly among Thorns, Cant. 2. 
2. becauſe ſurrounded with enemies which are as vexatious anc 
hurtful to her, as galling and ſharp pricking Thorns to the tender 
Lilly. Now of all enemies, thoſe of a mans own houſe, and thoſe 
which have deareſt intimacie, are moſt concerned with us in civil 
and religious matters, are the worſt, the moſt dangerous and per- 
nitious. Here lay the accent of David's hazards and ſorrows, That 
his own familiar friend in whom he truſted, which had eat of his bread, 
did lift up his heel againſt him, Plal.41.9. For it was not an enemy that 
reproached me ( faith he elſewhere, Pſal.55.12,1 3,14.) then / could 
have born it ; neither was it he that hated me that did magnifie him- 
ſelf againſt me, then I would have hid my ſelf from him © But it was 
thou, O man, mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintante. Tea, which 
was a further aggravation of it, 'twas ſuch an one as ##d not onely take 
ſweet counſel together with him, but walked unto the Houſe of God in -.| 
company with him. Such a ſort of enemies as theſe are Schiſmaticks 
to the Church ; they were born and bred in it, have been fed with 
her fat things full of marrow, and with her wines on'ths lees well refined, 
Ifai.2 5.6. have been taken into her boſom and Made one with her, 
in profeſſion and outward appearance have-had common intereſts, 
common loves and hatreds, and common hopes and fears with her, 
and have ſpoken unto her and _quickened her, ſaying: Come ye and 
let us go up unto the mountain of the Lord, the hollſe 1 the God of Ja- 
cob, and he will teach us his ways, and we will walk in his paths, 1fai.z, 
I. And for ſome to ariſe among our ſelves, ſpeaking perverſe things, 
to draw away Diſciples after them, muſt needs be a grievous hurt - 
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to us, As 20. 30. becauſe all their oppoſite deſigns are managed 
with treachery. And doing all in the Name of Chriſt, they do as 
it were turn our own weapons againſt our ſelves ; I mean, uſe the 
facred Scriptures and Religion it lelf, on which the Churches Being 
and Unity is founded and preſerved,as Engines to divide and deſtroy 
us. For this reaſon,the Dividers of,and Separaters from the Church 
have done more to weaken and deſtroy it, than all its other Ene- 
mies ; for Schiſmaticks are to a Church like Mutineers to an Ar- 
my, which by dividing it againſt it ſelf, do more certainly and ea- 
ſily bring it to deſolation, than the moſt violent impreſſions from 
the power of any ſort of enemy whatſoever can do. Who will re- 
gard that Authority and Communion which is deſpiſed and rejefted 
by thoſe who pretend to be the greatelt friends to it ? 

Sef. 49. Ina word, as he which rebelleth againſt the ſupream 
Head of a Kingdom, rebelleth againſt the Kingdom it ſelf; fo he 
that rebelleth againſt Jeſus Chriſt the ſupream Head of the Church, 
rebelketh againſt the Church: too. Now ſinful Separation is a pe- 
remptory rebellion againſt Chriſt ; for 'tis a drviding of him, x Cor. 
_ and he that divides Chriſt, and makes him the Head of a ſin- 
ful Faction, doth in efie& depoſe him from his Headſhip over the 
Hence ſuch Dividers are faid to be carnal, and to walk as 
men, 1 Cor. 3.3. 4.e. walk not as perſons related to the Spiritual 
Kingdom of Chriſt, but as men which have cancelled all the Obli- 
gations of Cluiſtanity : for they cannot acknowledge Chriſt in his 
Supremacy, who do not keep the Unity of the Church in the Bond 
of Peace. 

Sef. 50. Thus I have with all faithfulneſs, without partiality 
or prejudice to any Party, Sect, or Faction of men, repreſented to 
you the damnable Miſchief of Separation ; and have faid nothing 
which for the ſubſtance hath not been faid by the moſt eminenr 
Divin2s of the Presbyterian Judgment, with whom I have not a 
little conſulted in this caſe. And certainly, were the Scriptures 
conſcionably obſerved (as Mr. Baxter tells us in his Chriſtian Concord, 
P. I19. ) men would take Church-drvifion to be a greater fin than A- 
dultery and Theft : for "tis an eminent branch of Antichriſtianiſm, a 
fin by which men as directly and efieftually do the work of the 
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Devil, and of the great Antichriſt his ſubordinate Inflrument, as 
by any ſin they do or can commit. For'tis moſt dire&ly contrary 
to the deſigne of God the Father in ſending Clyiſt into the world, 
which was to turn the bearts of the fathers to the children, Luke 1.17. 
and to gather together in one, all things in Chriſt, Eph. 1. 10. And as 
contrary to the redeeming work of God the Son, which was fo ga- 
ther together in one the children of God whach are ſcattered abroad, 
John 11. 52. And as contrary to the fanCtifying Operations of the 
Spirit, by which we are all baptized into one body, 1 Cor.12.12. And 
conſequently as contrary to all thoſe Ordinances and means of 
Grace by which they all derive the eifluxes of their Grace, Love, 
and Goodneſs unto the Souls of men ; which are all purpoſely de- 
ſigned to accompliſh the Churches unity. E. g. When we are bapti-, 
zed, we are all baptized into one body, 1 Cor.12.13. and what is the 
COMMUNION of the body and blood of Chriſt for, but to minde us, that 
though we are many members, yet we are all but one body ? 1 Cor.1o. 
15, 17. And what are all the Officers of the Church and their 
reſpective Miniſtrations for, but to bring ws to the oP of the Faith--- 
and to ſpeak the truth in love, that we may grow up into bim in all tbings.. 
which is the Fead, even Chriſt : from whom the whole body fitly joyned 
together, and compatted by that which every joynt ſupplieth----the body 
increaſeth to the edificatien of it ſelf in love, Eph.4.13,14,15,16. And 
Diviſions and Separations being to directly contrary and deſtruttive- 
tothe deſigne of Chriſtianity, how unreaſonable a thing is it, for the 
Dividers of, and Separators trom our Church, in which nothing 
(as ſome among themſelves acknowledge) is to be done and appro- 
ved of which is unlawtul, to aſſume to themſelves the denomina- 
tion of the Godly Party 2 Whereas we can juſtly appeal, and call 
Heaven and Earth to record, that for ſo doing, they are Retels a- 
gainſt Ged and againſt us. T ſhall conclude my Diſcourſe with a 
{crious and earneſt Admonition and Charge to you, to remember 
with great thoughtfulneſs of heart, That the Church of Chriſt,whiclx 
1s the Body of Chriſt, was, 1s, anc\ ever will be One ; and that when 
you were initiated into a. profeſſion of Chriſtianity, you were bap- 
tized into this ove body, 1 Cor. 12.12, 13. So that here a departure 
trom Vnity is a Nullity : He that is of a New, and not of. _ 
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Church, is of no Church. And this is the reaſon why the Sen- 
tence of Excommunication rightly executed is fo terrible, becapſe 
it cuts off from Chriſt's Body ; which Sentence every Schiſmatick 
very deſperately executes upon himſelf ; and that too in the moſt 
effectual and tremendous manner that can be : for the Governors 
of the Church may, through ſome miſtake or prejudice, ſentence 
ſuch as ought not to be ſentenced ; and then the Sentence is rever- 
ſed, and made void by a#{uperiour Tribunal. But whoſoever. wil- 
fully ſeparates from the Chriſtian Church, or any ſound part of it, 
tor a reaſon common to the whole, moſt certainly ſepa:ates himielf 
trom Chriſt too, who is the Saviour onely of his Body, Eph. 5. 23. 
The Church is compared to theArk,becaulc out of it there is no Sal- 
vation : and he that wilfully leaps out of it, is r:ther more than leſs 
deſperately guilty of Self-deſtruCtion, than he that is defervedly and 
judicially caſt out, *Tis a moſt fearful Curie tor a Church to pro- 
nounce = an Obſtinate Sinner, The Devil take him / and yet 
this Curſe every man very reſolutely executes upon himſelf, when 
he wilfully forfakes Gods Church : for he doth in effect fay, 7 will 
forſake God, and the Devil take me ! A thing ſofull of terrour and a- 


ſtoniſhment, I even tremble to ſpeak and you to hear ; and from 
which, Good Lord deliver us, for thy Chriſts and our Feſus his ſake. 


——=- 


Amen. 


